James I (who was known to be sympathetic to new incorporations), coupled with a rapid increase in the volume of imported drugs, rekindled the campaign and in 1617 they gained their objective: with the grant of a Royal Charter they seceded from the Grocers' Company and became the fifty-eighth City livery company, with a Hall at Black Friars. Subsequently the apothecaries' skill and enterprise brought the Society into conflict with the College of Physicians, which sought to prevent them from practising medicine. The reputation of the apothecaries was enhanced by their performance in caring for the sick during the Great Plague (1665), when most of the physicians fled the city. In 1704 a test case of an apothecary accused by the College of Physicians of administering medicines was brought before the House of Lords, which found in favour of the apothecary. In 1815 the Apothecaries' Act gave the Society responsibility for examining medical students, an obligation which it continues to fulfil. This with the granting of postgraduate diplomas introduced during the second half of this century makes the Apothecaries unique in combining an academic role with the civic, social, ceremonial and charitable responsibilities of a City livery company.
The History of the Society ofApothecaries relates the detailed development of the Hall which was the first to be rebuilt after the Great Fire of London (1666) College, Uganda, was a virologist, Tony Epstein. Epstein was immediately struck by the possibility of an infectious aetiology. Thus began a scientific journey which culminated in the discovery of Epstein-Barr virus as the causative agent of Burkitt's lymphoma. Dr Burkitt's first encounter with this tumour came in 1957, beginning with a 5-year-old boy with bizarre jaw lesions. Burkitt's extraordinary epidemiological studies mapped out the geographic distribution of this unusual lymphoma, which occurred in a band stretching 100 north and 100 south of the Equator. In 1964, Epstein found a virus in tumour cell cultures and in collaboration with Yvonne Barr and Bert Achong, the presence of a virus related to the herpes group was confirmed. In later years, Dr Burkitt moved to London and became engrossed in a new line of research which led to the launching of the 'fibre era'.
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